In the Claims: 

Please AMEND claims and 1, 3-14, and 16-26, and 
Please ADD claim 27 as shown below. 

1. (Currently Amended) A metho d for charging for services in an IP bas e d 
communication syst e m , comprising: 

establishing an accounting session between a network element and a charging 
function for the session , wherein the network element comprises a gateway of an internet 
protocol based communication system ; and 

initiating a change in the accounting session a ^on the initiation of the charging 
function ; and 

charging for services in the communication system based on the accounting 
session , 

wherein the step~e£initiating a change in the accounting session comprises 
transmitting a request to update the accounting session from the charging function to the 
network element. 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A- The method according to claim 1 A wherein the 
transmitting the request is- comprises transmitting an update accounting request message. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The A-method according to claim l a wherein further 
comprising: 

responsive to the request, implementing, in the network element, impl e ments a 
change in the charging of the accounting session. 

5. (Currently Amended) The A-method according to claim 1 A further comprising: 
wherein responsive to the request , transmitting, by the network element, transmit s 

an acknowledgement to the charging function. 

6. (Currently Amended) The A-method according to claim 5 a wherein the 
transmitting the acknowledgement is -comprises transmitting an update accounting 
acknowledgement message. 

7. (Currently Amended) The Ar-method according to claim l a further comprising: 
configuring wher e in the network element is a controller of the-acommunications 

session relating to the accounting session . 

8. (Currently Amended) The A-method according to claim l a wherein the st e p of 
establishing an accounting session includes comprises establishing an accounting session 
between the charging function and a further network element. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The A -method according to claim 8 A further comprising! 
th e step of establishing an accounting session between an application for the 

accounting session and the charging function. 

10. (Currently Amended) The A -method according to claim 8 A further 
comprising! 



accounting session and the charging function. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The A-method according to claim 9 A wherein the 
initiating the change in the accounting session between the network element controlling 
the session and the charging function is responsive to a change in the-at least one furth e r 
accounting se s sion of the accounting session between the charging function and a further 
network element or the accounting session between an application for the accounting 
session and the charging function . 

12. (Currently Amended) A- The method according to claim L further 
comprising: 

associating wh e rein the accounting session i s associat e d with a pre-paid charging 
function. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 . further comprising: 




establishing an accounting session between a control function for the 
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configuring wh e r e in the ff- internet protocol based communication system to 
supports a Diamet e r diameter fl Mnternet protocol. 

14. (Currently Amended) An charging elemen t comprising: 

a monitor unit configured to 4e«nonitoTOg charging in an IP -internet protocol 
based communication system r ; 

comprising: an establishment unit configured to means for establishing an 
accounting session with an application; 

an information unit configured to means for informing a network element 



session , wherein the network element comprises a gateway of the internet protocol based 
communication system ; and 

an initiation unit configured to mean s for initiating initiate a change in the 
accounting session, 

wherein the m e ans for initiating a change in th e accounting session initiation unit 
includes comprises a transmission unit configured to means for transmitting receive a 
request to update the accounting session. 




configured to control an associated communication session of the accounting 



15. (Cancelled) 



16. (Currently Amended) An- The element according to claim 14^ wherein the 
request is- comprises an update accounting request message. 
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17. (Currently Amended) An- The element according to claim 14^ wherein the 
initiation unit is configured to implement a change in the charging of the accounting 
session is impl e m e nted responsive to the request. 

18. (Currently Amended) An- The element according to claim 14, wherein 
responsiv e to the request t he network element is configured to transmits an 
acknowledgement to the charging function responsive to the request . 

19. (Currently Amended) An -The element according to claim 18^ wherein the 
acknowledgement ^comprises an update accounting acknowledgement message. 

20. (Currently Amended) An- The element according to claim 14, wherein the 
network element is -comprises a controller of the associated communications session. 

21. (Currently Amended) Aa -The element according to claim 14 A wherein the 
communication system is configured to supports a Diam e t e r diameter ff - internet 
protocol. 

22. (Currently Amended) An-The_element according to claim 21, wherein the 
m e an s for initiating a chang e in the accounting s e ssion includ e s means for transmitting a 



6 



requ e st to update the accounting session, and wh e r e in the request signal is configured to 
be transferred transmitted using a Diam e t e r diameter IP- internet p rotocol. 

23. (Currently Amended) An- The element according to claim 2L wherein the 
element is configured, r e sponsiv e to the request the network element ^transmits an 
acknowledgement to the charging function responsive to the request , and-wherein the 
acknowledgement signal is transferred configured to be transmitted u sing a Diam e ter 
diameter tf- internet protocol 

24. (Currently Amended) A communication system in which charging for the 
provision of s e rvices is implem e nted in a session , the system comprising: 

a network element for controlling configured to control the~a session for the 
provision of services in an internet protocol based communication system, wherein the 
network element comprises a gateway of the internet protocol based communication 
system ; 

an application for the session; 

a control function for the session; and 

a charging function, 

wherein at least one accounting session is configured to be established between the 
charging function and at least one of the network element, the application^ and-or the 
control function, and 
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wherein the charging function is adapted configured to initiate a change in the at 
least one accounting session by transmitting a request to update the accounting session to 
the network element. 

25. (Currently Amended) A- The communication system according to claim 24, 
wherein the-charging of the charging function is -comprises pre-paid charging. 

26. (Currently Amended) A -The communication system according to claim 24, 
wherein there is provided further comprising: 

a plurality of accounting sessions, wherein the charging function initiates a change 
in one accounting session of the plurality of accounting sessions responsive to a change 
in another accounting session of the plurality of accounting sessions . 

27. (New) A charging element, comprising: 

monitor means for monitoring charging in an internet protocol based 
communication system; 

establishment means for establishing an accounting session with an application; 

information means for informing a network element configured to control an 
associated communication session of the accounting session, wherein the network 
element comprises a gateway of the internet protocol based communication system; and 

initiation means for initiating a change in the accounting session, 
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wherein the initiation means comprises transmission means for receiving a request 
to update the accounting session. 
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